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IF the state’s crime data was
treated as a competition, sub-
urbs like Corio and Norlane
would be considered elite.

The 3214 postcode that en-
compasses the suburbs regu-
larly features high up the list of
Victoria’s crime categories.

A breakdown of govern-
ment data from the past dec-
ade shows the postcode ranked
third when it came to the rate
of burglaries committed across
Victoria.

It came in at second for
property damage, third for cul-
tivating and manufacturing
drugs, and fifth for crimes
against the person (including
assaults).

Unsurprisingly, the crime
rate in Corio, Norlane and
North Shore was consistently

FAIR GO FOR  
OUR NORTH

Andrew dink
LESS than 50 per cent of residents in Corio-
Norlane work full-time with labourers making 
up a fifth of the workforce.
The latest Census figures higlight the true 
plight of Geelong’s northern suburbs, which 
are among the most disadvantaged in the 
state.
More than a third of people in the labour force 
worked part-time with 13 per cent unem-
ployed, compared to 6.9 per cent nationally.
Labourers (20.8 per cent), technicians and 
trades workers (15.1 per cent), commuity and 
personal service workers (14.1 per cent), ma-
chinery operators and drivers (12.5 per cent) 
and sales workers (11.2 per cent) made up the 
majority of the workforce.
Of the employed peopel in Corio-Norlane, 3.4 
per cent worked in hospitals, 3.3 per cent in 
takeaway food services, 3.3 per cent in super-
market and grocery stores, 3 per cent in aged 
care and 2.9 per cent in other social assistance 
services.
The median weekly income of $449 was more 
than $200 below the national average of $662,
Dr Bob Birrell, President of The Australian 
Population Research Institute, said it was 
clear Geelong was a tale of two cities.
“It’s very clear to me that Corio-Norlane is a 
highly concentrated area for low income, low 
job prospects,” Dr Birrell said.
“The Geelong area has done reasonably well 
and it’s like a sponge city as a centre for edu-
cation, health, financial services providing for 
the hinterland surrounding it.

“For many it’s a hub of good jobs but others 
face serious hard times as manufacturing has 
closed.
“There’s a clear difference between those do-
ing well and those left behind.
“Corio-Norlan also contains many mi-
grants aged in their 50s and 60s who are not 
equipped to compete for jobs in the Geelong 
service hub.”
In Corio-Norlane, 72.9 per cent of people 
only spoke English at home.
Other languages spoken at home included 
Karen (2.1 per cent), Croatian (1.8 per cent), 
Macedonian (1.1 per cent), Serbian (1.1 per 
cent) and Hazaraghi (1 per cent).
More than 40 per cent of residents rented 
a home compared nationally to 31 per cent 
while 12 per cent of residents did not own a 
motor vehicle, leading to a higher reliance on 
public transport.

WHAT WE SAY EDITORIAL

People  Persons count based on place of usual residence on Census night

Corio -  
Norlane

% Australia %

Male 12,860 48.8 11,546,638 49.3

Female 13,484 51.2 11,855,248 50.7

Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander people

522 2.0 649,171 2.8

In the 2016 Census, there were 26,348 people in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2). Of these 48.8% were male and 51.2% 
were female. Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people made up 2.0% of the population.

eDUCATION Level of highest educational attainment

People aged 15 years 
and over

Corio -  
Norlane

% Australia %

Bachelor Degree level 
and above

1,261 5.9 4,181,406 22.0

Advanced Diploma and 
Diploma level

1,181 5.6 1,687,893 8.9

Certificate level IV 759 3.6 551,767 2.9

Certificate level III 2,925 13.8 2,442,203 12.8

Year 12 2,696 12.7 2,994,097 15.7

Year 11 1,920 9.0 941,531 4.9

Year 10 2,896 13.6 2,054,331 10.8

Certificate level II 43 0.2 13,454 0.1

Certificate level I 5 0.0 2,176 0.0

Year 9 or below 3,606 17.0 1,529,897 8.0

No educational  
attainment

381 1.8 145,844 0.8

Not stated 3,144 14.8 1,974,794 10.4
Of people aged 15 and over in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2), 12.7% reported having completed Year 12 as their highest 
level of educational attainment, 17.3% had completed a Certificate III or IV and 5.6% had completed an Advanced Diploma or 
Diploma. 
2011 benchmarks are not available for this data item.
View the data quality statement for Level of highest educational attainment (HEAP)

COUNTRY OF BIRTH
Corio -  

Norlane
% Australia %

Australia 17,879 67.9 15,614,835 66.7

Other top responses

England 678 2.6 907,570 3.9

Afghanistan 395 1.5 46,799 0.2

Croatia 329 1.2 43,688 0.2

Myanmar 328 1.2 32,655 0.1

Thailand 293 1.1 66,229 0.3
In Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2), 67.9% of people were born in Australia. The most common countries of birth were 
England 2.6%, Afghanistan 1.5%, Croatia 1.2%, Myanmar 1.2% and Thailand 1.1%.
View the data quality statement for Country of birth (BPLP)

OCCUPATION  Employed people aged 15 years and over

Corio -  
Norlane

% Australia %

Labourers 1,837 20.8 1,011,520 9.5

Technicians and Trades 
Workers

1,328 15.1 1,447,414 13.5

Community and Per-
sonal Service Workers

1,239 14.1 1,157,003 10.8

Machinery Operators 
and Drivers

1,105 12.5 670,106 6.3

Sales Workers 984 11.2 1,000,955 9.4

Clerical and Administra-
tive Workers

839 9.5 1,449,681 13.6

Professionals 719 8.2 2,370,966 22.2

Managers 563 6.4 1,390,047 13.0
The most common occupations in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2) included Labourers 20.8%, Technicians and Trades 
Workers 15.1%, Community and Personal Service Workers 14.1%, Machinery Operators and Drivers 12.5%, and Sales Workers 11.2%. 
View the data quality statement for Occupation (OCCP)

Median weekly incomes People aged 15 years and over

Corio - Norlane Australia

Personal 449 662

Family 1,058 1,734

Household 866 1,438
The median weekly personal income for people aged 15 years and over in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2) was $449.
View the data quality statements for: Total personal income (INCP) Total family income (FINF) Total household income (HIND)

QUICK STATS  
Corio - Norlane
People 26,348

Male 48.8%

Female 51.2%

Median age 36

fAMILIES 6,550

Average children per family for families with children 1.9

Average children per family for all families 0.8

All private dwellings 11,396

Average people per household 2.4

Median weekly household income $866

Median monthly mortgage repayments $1,174

Median weekly rent $230

Average motor vehicles per dwelling 1.5
    SOURCE: australian bureau of statistics 2016 Census

above the average for regional
Victoria.

It comes as legal experts
raise major concerns about the
way governments are dealing
with people from disadvan-
taged backgrounds going
through the justice system.

Local criminal lawyer Mi-
chael Brugman said the situ-
ation was particularly bleak in
regional areas, where he said
there was a lack of properly
funded services to tackle issues
such as mental illness, drug ad-
diction and unemployment.

“The community and the
government have been repeat-
edly warned that unless they
address the issues causing
crime, they are making our
community less safe, no matter
how many police we employ or
prisons we build,” he said.

Mr Brugman, who runs his
own legal practice and has
worked in the Geelong region
for more than two decades,
said a “significant” portion of
his clients were from the
northern suburbs.

He said the lack of available

support was making jail a re-
volving door for some people.

“I can confirm that this has
been happening in significant
numbers in Corio and the
northern suburbs of Geelong,”
Mr Brugman said.

“People are being released
from prisons and remain un-
employed, homeless, and be-
come mentally unwell or drug
addicted again.

“After leaving prison they
are forced to jump off a cliff
and back into the same cycle
they were in prior to being im-
prisoned. Many return to
crime to support themselves.”

Concerns are also being
raised about the capacity of
Victoria Legal Aid (VLA) to
provide advice and represen-
tation to disadvantaged people
who are unable to afford pri-
vate lawyers.

In the decade to 2016, the
number of legal aid clients in
Greater Geelong was more
than 71,000, which was the
third highest in the state.

Figures for Corio and Nor-
lane could not be obtained,
however VLA states its clients
“often live on the margins of
society”.

Dr Marilyn McMahon,
deputy dean at Deakin Univer-
sity’s School of Law, said ad-
equate legal representation
was “critical” to Australia’s
criminal justice system.

But she flagged concerns
about budgetary restraints that
were limiting the number of
people and matters that could
be represented under legal aid.

“Add to this the reduced fee
that lawyers get for matters
funded by Legal Aid and it be-
comes understandable why

some people believe that there
is a crisis in legal aid in Austra-
lia,” Dr McMahon said.

Meanwhile, as crime con-
tinues to be a hot-button issue
for politicians, Mr Brugman is
calling for a different approach
to reduce offending.

He argued political leaders
should dump mandatory jail
sentences in favour of manda-
tory rehabilitation.

“In 2018 it cost approxi-
mately $127,000 per year to
keep an adult locked up for 12
months,” Mr Brugman said.

“Imagine if this money was
invested per person in prevent-
ing crime.

“It could be better used as-
sisting young people when
they enter the criminal justice
system or others to access
treatment they currently don’t
have as an option.”

Lack of support making jail a revolving door for some, says lawyer 

North ravaged by crime
RUSTY WOODGER

DERRICK Wyse reckons he’ll
be working at St Andrew’s
Foodshare in Corio “until they
wheel me out”.

The 61-year-old supervisor’s
feelings are similar as to
whether he’ll ever leave Corio,
where he was born and has
spent the past 60 years living
just down the road from the
Anglican church of St An-
drew’s.

“I’ll be 61½ soon — in Sep-
tember 62,” Derrick says.

“I think I was about 1½ when
we moved into my house, and
I’m still there.

“I just live on me own. It’s a
bit boring at times, but at least
it’s peaceful.”

Derrick, pictured, has had a
working life similar to many in
Corio and Norlane, having
found work in manufacturing
as a teenager — only for the
manufacturing businesses to
close in the north.

“My first job was at Harvest-
ers when I was about 16, and
after they bit the dust I worked
at Pilkington’s — just over the
bridge in North Geelong, the
glass factory. And you know
what happened to them too —
they bit the dust too,” Derrick
says with a wry chuckle.

“There have been a lot of
places shut since then too …
Alcoa, Ford Pilkington’s, Har-
vesters, Henderson’s — we’ve
just lost so much industry here
and there’s no jobs, people run-
ning around the streets with

nothing to do,” he said.
After the loss of his job at

Pilkington’s as a 35-year-old,
Derrick lived off his redun-
dancy payout for a while, be-
fore eventually starting as a
volunteer at St Andrew’s Food-
share — handing out food par-
cels to those in need.

“I volunteered for six
months, and then I started vol-
untary work for the dole — so
nearly five years now,” he said.
“It keeps me out of mischief.

“It’s not bad, I work in the
church and I also work in the
op shop.”

Derrick said the group was
always hoping to attract more
food donations — which can be
dropped off at the church or op
shop (104 Bacchus Marsh Rd,
Corio).

“We’re always looking for
the same stuff — cereal, baked
beans, spaghetti, tea bags —
that’s what we put in the par-
cels every day,” he said.

“We average close to 40 a
week — last month we gave
out about 160 parcels — and
we’re only open four days a
week — Tuesday to Friday.”

FACTORIES CAME, 
FACTORIES WENT

     I’LL BE 61½ SOON — 
IN SEPTEMBER 62. 
I THINK I WAS ABOUT 1½  
WHEN WE MOVED INTO MY 
HOUSE, AND I’M STILL 
THERE.

DERRICK WYSE

HARRISON TIPPET
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