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Council program provides 11,000 meals

Helping feed
hungry kids
OLIVIA REED
HUNGRY youths are flocking
to a free Geelong Council program, which provided 11,000
meals to young people last
year.
Providing the equivalent of
211 meals a week, the Norlane
fOrT youth centre also hosts
cooking and nutrition classes.
Council community life director Robyn Stevens said the
number of meals distributed at
the fOrT had remained steady,
with a slight year-on-year increase due to more programs
being offered.
“Attendance numbers for
our youth development programs generally peak in March
and November and are consistent for the rest of the year,”
she said.
“We are fortunate to have a
dedicated youth space in Corio
but we also facilitate drop-in
programs in other areas which
also provide meals.”
Ms Stevens said the free
meals were part of a number of
support programs the council

offered to young people in
Geelong’s northern suburbs.
“These programs aim to
support social and economic
disadvantage experienced in
parts of our north,” she said.
“They include providing
free healthy meals, five days
per week, for young people
who attend drop-in programs
at the fOrT.
“The purpose of these programs is to improve social and
community connections for
young people as opposed to
simply providing free meals.”
The city’s youth development program has had 14,500
interactions with young people, facilitated 132 drop-in sessions and held 127 education
programs since the start of the
year. The council also delivers
the Cancer Council of Victoria’s achievement program, with
a focus on schools in our north.
Meanwhile, the Geelong
Food Relief Centre has seen a
47 per cent increase in overall
distribution compared with
February last year. The centre
has two outlets, one in North

Geelong and one in the city
centre, where people can come
and use vouchers provided by
social services to get food.
And the spike in demand
comes after Give Where You
Live’s Food for Thought: A
Snapshot of Food Assistance in
the Geelong/G21 Region, Victoria report last year conservatively estimated that 717,883
meals a year — the equivalent
of about 2000 a day — were
provided by the food-assistance system.
“The Geelong/G21 region is
home to some of the most disadvantaged communities in
the state and the country.
Colac East, Corio, Norlane and
Whittington are ranked as the
2nd, 26th, 3rd and 18th most
disadvantaged communities
respectively in the state,” the
report said.
Give Where You Live Foundation CEO Bill Mithen said
underemployment, low wages
and the Newstart payment
being “below the poverty line”
contributed to people leaning
on emergency food relief.
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LESS than 50 per cent of residents in CorioNorlane work full-time with labourers making
up a fifth of the workforce.
The latest Census figures higlight the true
plight of Geelong’s northern suburbs, which
are among the most disadvantaged in the
state.
More than a third of people in the labour force
worked part-time with 13 per cent unemployed, compared to 6.9 per cent nationally.
Labourers (20.8 per cent), technicians and
trades workers (15.1 per cent), commuity and
personal service workers (14.1 per cent), machinery operators and drivers (12.5 per cent)
and sales workers (11.2 per cent) made up the
majority of the workforce.
Of the employed peopel in Corio-Norlane, 3.4
per cent worked in hospitals, 3.3 per cent in
takeaway food services, 3.3 per cent in supermarket and grocery stores, 3 per cent in aged
care and 2.9 per cent in other social assistance
services.
The median weekly income of $449 was more
than $200 below the national average of $662,
Dr Bob Birrell, President of The Australian
Population Research Institute, said it was
clear Geelong was a tale of two cities.
“It’s very clear to me that Corio-Norlane is a
highly concentrated area for low income, low
job prospects,” Dr Birrell said.
“The Geelong area has done reasonably well
and it’s like a sponge city as a centre for education, health, financial services providing for
the hinterland surrounding it.

Andrew dink

QUICK STATS

Corio - Norlane
People

26,348

Male

48.8%
51.2%

Female

36

Median age

fAMILIES

“For many it’s a hub of good jobs but others
face serious hard times as manufacturing has
closed.
“There’s a clear difference between those doing well and those left behind.
“Corio-Norlan also contains many migrants aged in their 50s and 60s who are not
equipped to compete for jobs in the Geelong
service hub.”
In Corio-Norlane, 72.9 per cent of people
only spoke English at home.
Other languages spoken at home included
Karen (2.1 per cent), Croatian (1.8 per cent),
Macedonian (1.1 per cent), Serbian (1.1 per
cent) and Hazaraghi (1 per cent).
More than 40 per cent of residents rented
a home compared nationally to 31 per cent
while 12 per cent of residents did not own a
motor vehicle, leading to a higher reliance on
public transport.

6,550

Average children per family for families with children

1.9

Average children per family for all families

0.8

All private dwellings

11,396
2.4

Average people per household
Median weekly household income

$866

Median monthly mortgage repayments

$1,174

Median weekly rent

$230

Average motor vehicles per dwelling

1.5

SOURCE: australian bureau of statistics 2016 Census

People Persons count based on place of usual residence on Census night
Corio Norlane

%

Australia

Male

12,860

48.8

11,546,638

49

Female

13,484

51.2

11,855,248

50

522

2.0

649,171

2

Aboriginal and/or Torres
Strait Islander people

%

In the 2016 Census, there were 26,348 people in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2). Of these 48.8% were male and 51.2%
were female. Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people made up 2.0% of the population.

eDUCATION Level of highest educational attainment
People aged 15 years
and over
Bachelor Degree level
and above
Advanced Diploma and
Diploma level

Corio Norlane

%

Australia

1,261

5.9

4,181,406

1,181

5.6

1,687,893

%

22.

8

Certificate level IV

759

3.6

551,767

2

Certificate level III

2,925

13.8

2,442,203

12

Year 12

2,696

12.7

2,994,097

15

Year 11

1,920

9.0

941,531

4

Year 10

2,896

13.6

2,054,331

10

43

0.2

13,454

0

Certificate level II
Certificate level I
Year 9 or below
No educational
attainment
Not stated

5

0.0

2,176

0.

3,606

17.0

1,529,897

8.

381

1.8

145,844

0

3,144

14.8

1,974,794

10

Of people aged 15 and over in Corio - Norlane (Statistical Area Level 2), 12.7% reported having completed Year 12 as their highest
level of educational attainment, 17.3% had completed a Certificate III or IV and 5.6% had completed an Advanced Diploma or
Diploma.
2011 benchmarks are not available for this data item.
View the data quality statement for Level of highest educational attainment (HEAP)

HAPPY IN THE NORTH: Diethard
and Malou Kuhlmann at home in
Corio.
Picture: GLENN FERGUSON
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